HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC

indignation, besides other pleasing stories. The Nawwab
Asafu'd-Dawla Ghaziu'd-Uln Khan Bahadur in accordance with
his innate humanity and generosity, and his inherent honesty and
sincerity showed her great reverence and respect, honour and
politeness; treated her as his own mother and never neglected
the smallest detail in observing the formalities of obedience and
in comlorting her. To all outward appearance, her motherly
love found expression in all ways; ^verily, the machinations
of women are great."

She tended him with an affection shown to her own son
and the Nawwab took her to be sincere. He never hesitated
to partake of dishes cooked by her. One day, during the
hot weather, he remembered a favourite drink of Nawwab
Asaf Jfih, his noble father, used by him to alleviate the heat,
and ordered for it. It was to be prepared with butter-milk
and thin pieces of cucumber, along with salt and spices to
make it savoury. She who was on the look-o-ut for an oppor-
tunity, spoke of her own skill and offered sincerely and gladly
to prepare the drink for him. The Nawwab who had faith in her
kindness and sincerity, was ignorant of her deceit and trea-
chery, and agreed. As soon as she brought to him the drink
mixed with poison, he drank it unhesitatingly, and on account of
the infection of the poison, he hastened to the permanent world.
The smoke of sighs at this grief which came out of the breast
of the times, confused the brain of the administration of the
kingdom.

Great commotion happened in the government at Sha-
jahanabad also on account of the domination of ungrateful
amirs. That is Ahmad Shah Padshah was blinded* and thrown

(1) The reign of Afrmad Shah Padshah marks the rapid decline of the
Empire. After a series of disasters the Emperor was finally deposed and
sent to prison by 'Imadtfl-Mulk in June 17S4. He was succeeded by 'Alamgir
II, the youngest sou of Jahandar Shah, See J. N. Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal
Empire, Vol. /, Chapters viii & ix.
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